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RECOGNIZING BOB BURLESON FOR 
HIS YEARS OF SERVICE TO THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA 

HON. MARIO DIAZ-BALART 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART. Mr. Speaker, on the oc-
casion of his retirement from the Florida 
Transportation Builders’ Association (FTBA), I 
rise today to commemorate the years of serv-
ice Mr. Bob Burleson has given to the state of 
Florida. Bob is a remarkable individual who I 
have had the privilege of working closely with 
for many years, dating back to my time in the 
Florida State legislature. 

Mr. Burleson’s retirement closes a forty year 
chapter in the transportation construction in-
dustry. Prior to his longstanding success at 
FTBA, he served as a top executive for Wiley 
N. Jackson Company in Virginia from 1970 to 
1988. He then took the prestigious role of 
President of FTBA in 1989 and has remained 
in this capacity to this day. Due in large part 
to his determination and vision, Bob restored 
the FBTA to strong fiscal health within seven 
years and increased membership after pre-
vious years of steady decline. 

Under his guidance at FTBA, Florida history 
was made in 1990 when Mr. Burleson helped 
secure the largest transportation funding in-
crease for the state. Throughout his extraor-
dinary career, he has received numerous 
awards, including the Golden Eagle Award by 
the Floridians for Better Transportation in 1997 
and the CUTR’s 2008 Transportation Achieve-
ment Award. Perhaps Bob’s most impressive 
recognition was his induction into the ARTBA– 
TDF’s Inaugural Hall of Fame, which is the na-
tion’s highest honor in the transportation con-
struction industry, an acknowledgement which 
he undoubtedly deserves. 

Having known Bob for many years, his de-
termination and passion for bettering the state 
of Florida cannot be understated. While his 
approaching retirement marks a sad day for 
Florida, the legacy that he has imprinted will 
remain. I am lucky to have had the privilege 
of working with such a talented and honorable 
individual and I am grateful to be able to call 
Bob a close friend. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to pay tribute to 
my dear friend and mentor, Mr. Bob Burleson, 
for his outstanding accomplishments in the 
transportation construction industry, and I ask 
my fellow colleagues to join me in recognizing 
this remarkable individual. 
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REMEMBERING MR. R.C. RILEY 

HON. JAMES COMER 
OF KENTUCKY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, today the First 
District of Kentucky fondly reflects on the life 

of Mr. R.C. Riley of Benton, Kentucky. A com-
munity leader revered for his commitment to 
his industry, Mr. Riley served as an integral 
facet of business development and economic 
prosperity in Western Kentucky. 

Mr. Riley was instrumental in the founding, 
management and growth of Peel & Holland Fi-
nancial Group, beginning his career in 1965 
and serving the organization as President, 
Chief Executive Officer, and Chairman of the 
Board. During his tenure, he was not only a 
distinguished industry leader known through-
out the Commonwealth, but represented the 
region on national association boards and gar-
nered the most prestigious nationwide acco-
lades in the insurance industry. 

On behalf of all who knew him, I send my 
greatest sympathies to his family, including his 
two sons, Roy and Keith Riley through whom 
his legacy lives on. I join with his family and 
friends to celebrate his meaningful presence in 
the lives of everyone he touched and honor 
his outstanding legacy of selfless, compas-
sionate service to others. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes 314 and 315 on Tuesday, July 
10, 2018. Had I been present, I would have 
voted Yea. 
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HONORING AND REMEMBERING 
THE LIFE OF TROOPER NICH-
OLAS CLARK 

HON. TOM REED 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Mr. REED. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and remember the life of Trooper Nich-
olas Clark. 

A star athlete, Nick Clark made his mark at 
both Canisteo-Greenwood Central Schools 
and Alfred University. At Canisteo-Greenwood 
Central Schools, Nick became a two-time 
state champion in wrestling and excelled on 
the football field. While he pursued a BA in 
Environmental Studies at our shared Alma 
Mater of Alfred University, Nick was a star on 
the football field. He was named to the Empire 
8 all-conference First Team and the con-
ference Defensive Player of the Year for three 
straight seasons, breaking the Alfred Univer-
sity record for tackles. These accomplish-
ments highlighted Nick’s hard work and dedi-
cation that led the Buffalo Bills to offer him an 
invitation for a professional tryout. Following 
his football career, Nick directed his leadership 
skills and dedication towards his passion of 
serving others. 

Nick Clark honorably served his community 
and the State of New York as a New York 
State Trooper. He graduated from the 203rd 
session of the Basic School in 2015 and was 
originally assigned to Troop C/SP Ithaca and 
Troop E/SP Auburn. In August 2017, Trooper 
Clark transferred to Troop E/SP Bath. As a 
lifelong resident of Steuben County, Trooper 
Clark spent his days at work serving the citi-
zens that he called his friends and neighbors. 

In the early morning of Monday July 2, 
2018, Trooper Clark responded to a call in the 
town of Erwin, where he was shot and killed. 
He bravely answered the call to duty and lost 
his life while trying to selflessly protect others. 

While my thoughts and prayers go out every 
time a member of law enforcement is killed in 
the line of duty, this tragedy strikes especially 
close to not only my home but heart. Trooper 
Clark bravely put his life on the line to protect 
his community and he should be recognized 
as a hero for his actions. 

Trooper Clark will be missed by the commu-
nities that he served and the lives that he 
touched. Together, we stand with his family 
and friends as they mourn. I thank him for his 
service and pray he will rest in peace. 

Given the above, I ask that this Legislative 
Body pause in its deliberations and join me to 
remember the life of Trooper Nicholas Clark. 
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RECOGNIZING THE UNIVERSITY OF 
GUAM CENTER FOR EXCELLENCE 
IN DEVELOPMENTAL DISABIL-
ITIES, EDUCATION, RESEARCH 
AND SERVICE (GUAM CEDDERS) 
FOR 25 YEARS OF SERVICE TO 
THE COMMUNITY 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 11, 2018 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize the University of Guam Center for 
Excellence in Developmental Disabilities Edu-
cation Research and Service (Guam 
CEDDERS) as they celebrate their 25th anni-
versary. 

The University of Guam Center for Excel-
lence in Developmental Disabilities Education, 
Research and Service (Guam CEDDERS), 
previously known as Guam University Affili-
ated Program (Guam UAP) on Developmental 
Disabilities, was founded by and continues to 
be led by Dr. Heidi San Nicolas. She recog-
nized the importance of Guam being funded 
for the full complement of Developmental Dis-
abilities Bill of Rights and Assistance Act Fed-
eral Programs from the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services including funding 
for a University Affiliated Program on Develop-
mental Disabilities providing Interdisciplinary 
Training, Technical Assistance and Dem-
onstration; Research, Evaluation and Dissemi-
nation of Information and best practices on 
Guam. 
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